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first on establishing its structure, op-
erating style, and client base within a 
manageable service area. 

§ 290.4 Terms and schedule of finan-
cial assistance. 

(a) NIST may provide financial sup-
port to any Center for a period not to 
exceed six years, subject to the avail-
ability of funding and continued satis-
factory performance. Awards under 
this program shall be subject to all 
Federal and Departmental regulations, 
policies, and procedures applicable to 
Federal assistance awards. NIST may 
not provide more than 50 percent of the 
capital and annual operating and main-
tenance required to create and main-
tain such Center. Allowable capital 
costs may be treated as an expense in 
the year expended or obligated. 

(b) NIST contribution. The funds pro-
vided by NIST may be used for capital 
and operating and maintenance ex-
penses. Each Center will operate on 
one-year, annually renewable coopera-
tive agreements, contingent upon suc-
cessful completion of informal annual 
reviews. Funding can not be provided 
after the sixth year of support. A for-
mal review of each Center will be con-
ducted during its third year of oper-
ation by an independent Merit Review 
Panel in accordance with § 290.8 of 
these procedures. Centers will be re-
quired to demonstrate that they will be 
self-sufficient by the end of six years of 
operation. The amount of NIST invest-
ment in each Center will depend upon 
the particular requirements, plans, and 
performance of the Center, as well as 
the availability of NIST funds. NIST 
may support the budget of each Center 
on a matching-funds basis not to ex-
ceed the Schedule of Financial Assist-
ance outlined in Table 1. The remain-
ing portion of the Center’s funding 
shall be provided by the host organiza-
tion. 

TABLE 1—SCHEDULE OF NIST MATCHING 
FUNDS 

Year of center operation Maximum 
NIST share 

1–3 ................................................................. 1⁄2 
4 ..................................................................... 2⁄5 
5–6 ................................................................. 1⁄3 

(c) Host contribution. The host organi-
zation may count as part of its share: 

(1) Dollar contributions from state, 
county, city, industrial, or other 
sources; 

(2) Revenue from licensing and royal-
ties; 

(3) Fees for services performed, 
(4) In-kind contributions of full-time 

personnel, 
(5) In-kind contribution of part-time 

personnel, equipment, software, rental 
value of centrally located space (office 
and laboratory) and other related con-
tributions up to a maximum of one-half 
of the host’s annual share. Allowable 
capital expenditures may be applied in 
the award year expended or in subse-
quent award years. 

[55 FR 38275, Sept. 17, 1990, as amended at 59 
FR 22505, May 2, 1994] 

§ 290.5 Basic proposal qualifications. 

(a) NIST shall designate each pro-
posal which satisfies the qualifications 
criteria below as ‘‘qualified proposal’’ 
and subject the qualified proposals to a 
merit review. Applications which do 
not meet the requirements of this sec-
tion will not receive further consider-
ation. 

(1) Qualified organizations. Any non-
profit institution, or group thereof, or 
consortium of nonprofit institutions, 
including entities which already exist 
or may be incorporated specifically to 
manage the Center. 

(2) Proposal format. Proposals for Cen-
ter Operating Awards shall: 

(i) Be submitted with a Standard 
Form 424 to the above address; 

(ii) Not exceed 25 typewritten pages in 
length for the basic proposal document 
(which must include the information 
requirements of paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section); it may be accompanied by ad-
ditional appendices of relevant supple-
mentary attachments and tabular ma-
terial. Basic proposal documents which 
exceed 25 pages in length will not be 
qualified for further review. 

(3) Proposal requirements. In order to 
be considered for a Center Operating 
Award, proposals must contain: 

(i) A plan for the allocation of intel-
lectual property rights associated with 
any invention or copyright which may 
result from the involvement in the 
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